REMARKS 

This application has been carefully reviewed in light of the Office Action 
dated October 19, 2005. Claims 1 to 5, 8 to 15, 18 to 25, 28 to 35 and 38 to 45 are now 
pending in the application, with Claims 5, 67, 16, 17, 26, 27, 36 and 37 having been 
cancelled, and Claims 41 to 45 having been newly- added. Claims 1, 11, 21, 31, 41, 44 and 
45 are the independent claims herein. Reconsideration and further examination are 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 1 to 5, 8, 9, 11 to 15, 18, 19,21 to 25,28,29,31 to 35,38 and 39 
were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over U.S. Patent No. 5,995,719 (Bourdeau'Hui), 
Claims 6, 16, 26 and 36 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Bourdeau'Hui in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 5,506,661 (Hanzawa), Claims 7, 17, 27 and 37 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Bourdeau'Hui in view of allegedly admitted prior art, and Claims 
10, 20, 30 and 40 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Bourdeau'Hui in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,495,561 (Holt). Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections are 
respectfully requested. 

The present invention concerns determining a print layout order for printing 
data on front and back surfaces of a sheet. According to the invention, if a sheet is 
segmented into a plurality of areas, a page-layout is set such that each set of data 
corresponds to the front and back surfaces, and such that the page layout of the front and 
back surfaces has a mirror symmetry. For example, if a 4 postcard sheet is to be printed 
with data on both sides, a page layout is determined such as that shown in Figure 19. As a 
result, address data and text data can be printed on the correct location on opposite sides of 
the sheet. 
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Turning to specific claim language, amended independent Claim 1 is 
directed to an information processing apparatus segmenting a sheet into a plurality of areas 
and controlling a print data layout in each of the plurality of areas, comprising print setting 
means for setting print settings, input means for inputting a plurality of sets of data from an 
application, each set of data including print data of front and back surfaces of each area, 
determination means for determining whether a surface which undergoes an imposition 
process is to be at the front or back surface, page order setting means for setting the page- 
layout order on the surface of one sheet determined by the determination means such that, 
in a case where the sheet is cut into the plurality of areas, each set of data corresponds to 
the front and back surfaces of each area, and imposition process means for performing the 
imposition process, on the basis of the page-layout order set by the page order setting 
means, by separately collecting page data for the front and back surfaces of the sheet and 
respectively laying out the image data on the front and back surfaces of the sheet, wherein 
the page order setting means sets page-layout orders such that the page layout of the front 
and back surfaces has a mirror symmetiy. 

Claims 11,21 and 31 are directed to a method, a computer medium, and a 
computer program, respectively, and substantially correspond to Claim 1. 

Newly- added independent Claim 41 includes features along the lines of 
Claim 1, but is more specifically directed to an information processing apparatus 
segmenting a surface of a sheet into a plurality of areas and controlling a print data layout 
in each of the plurality of areas, comprising print setting means for setting a specified 
sheet, required to segment a surface of the sheet into a plurality of areas and required to 
assign pages to each of the segmented areas, as an output sheet, layout order setting means 
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for setting a layout order of pages to be imposition-processed for each of the plurality of 
areas obtained from segmenting a surface of the sheet, input means for inputting drawing 
data of a plurality of pages, imposition process means for performing imposition processes, 
based on the layout order of pages set by said layout order setting means, by separately 
collecting drawing data for front and back surfaces of one sheet and by respectively laying 
out the drawing data on the front and back surfaces of said one sheet, and data generation 
means for generating print data to be printed by a printing device, from the data which is 
imposition-processed by said imposition process means, wherein the layout order of pages 
is determined such that a page layout of the front and back surfaces has a mirror symmetry. 

Claims 44 and 45 are method and computer medium claims, respectively, 
that substantially correspond to Claim 41. 

The applied art, alone or in any permissible combination, is not seen to 
disclose or to suggest the features of the invention, and in particular, is not seen to disclose 
or to suggest at least the features of setting a page-layout order on the surface of one sheet 
such that, in a case where the sheet is cut into a plurality of areas, each set of data 
corresponds to front and back surfaces of each area, and performing an imposition process, 
on the basis of the set page-layout order, by separately collecting page data for the front and 
back surfaces of the sheet and respectively laying out the image data on the front and back 
surfaces of the sheet, wherein the page-layout order is set such that the page layout of the 
front and back surfaces has a mirror symmetry. 

Bourdeau'Hui discloses a process for laying out print data of 32 pages so 
that the data can be printed on a single sheet. Additionally, Bourdeau'Hu lays out print data 
of respective 2 pages for upper and lower surfaces on a sheet, which is segmented into four 
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areas, when a print of a proof sheet is needed. Thus, Bourdeau'Hui relates to an imposition 
process for obtaining a bookbinding print and the layout of successive pages (e.g., 32 
pages) is determined such that a page order is serialized when the print is folded. 
However, Bourdeau'Hui fails to teach anything about arranging the page layout for a 
plurality of areas such front and back surfaces are printed with a mirror symmetry. In 
particular, Bourdeau'Hui merely discloses a page layout for bookbinding style printing and 
there is no suggestion of mirror symmetry layout for corresponding front and back surface 
areas of a single sheet. 

In light of the deficiencies of Bourdeau'Hui as discussed above, Applicants 
submit that amended independent Claims 1, 11, 21, 31, 41, 44 and 45 are allowable. 

Hanzawa, the allegedly admitted prior art, and Holt have all been studied 
but are not seen to remedy the foregoing deficiencies of Bourdeau'Hu. In particular, any 
permissible combination of Bourdeau'Hu and the alleged disclosures of Hanzawa, the 
allegedly admitted prior art, and Holt would not have resulted in the features of setting a 
page-layout order on the surface of one sheet such that, in a case where the sheet is cut into 
a plurality of areas, each set of data corresponds to front and back surfaces of each area, 
and performing an imposition process, on the basis of the set page-layout order, by 
separately collecting page data for the front and back surfaces of the sheet and respectively 
laying out the image data on the front and back surfaces of the sheet, wherein the page- 
layout order is set such that the page layout of the front and back surfaces has a mirror 
symmetry. 
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In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, the entire application is 
believed to be in condition for allowance, and such action is respectfully requested at the 
Examiner's earliest convenience. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Costa Mesa, CA 
office at (714) 540-8700. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our below- 
listed address. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/Edward Kmett/ 

Edward A. Kmett 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 42,746 

FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3800 
Facsimile: (212) 218-2200 

CA_MAIN 119431V1 
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